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Possible Debate Between Don Hélder and ilinister of Education _ 22 | 


| (nee UNCLASSIFIED) 


1. The following gounent on tue possibility of a debate between 
Dom H@lder Camara, Archbishop of Olinda and Recife, and Minister of 
Education Jarbas PASSARLMO appeared in Dom Hélder'’s Boletin 


Arquidiocesano » NO. 103, dated August 2,. 1979: — 


2. (Unofficial translation) "D, iBLDER ALD TV TUPI - The ‘Journal 
of Urazil® of July 27, 1979, page 4, section One; stated tliat the 
ilinister of Education, iir. Jarbas Passarinho, ‘inuediately after a 
television debate with the bishop Dom José Maria Pires, accepted 
the invitation to renew the debate with Dow lélder Cara’; adding 
that this did not take place due to the Archbishop of Clinda and 
Recife’s failure to participate. The Journal of Brazil continues: 
‘Reading now the interview of Dom Hélder with l*Express, the , - 
ilinister of Education must have thought that tue Archbishop Lost 4 
an opporiunity to say what he thinks of the Brazilian Governnent on | 
television in an open debate in which he could speak and hear | 
objections. The opportunity, nevertheless, is not yet lost. A | 3 

Special license (italics by Boletim) could be obtained for a tele- be, We 

Se vision program in which Dom Hélder could discuss with the Minister | 

| ~ ? of Education the problens that cauBe haa paine ° : 

| | 


3 “A few days ago Doi: Hélder received a teleplione call can TV= 
Yupi informing hin that the official censorship will authorize two 
prograns with the Archbishop of Olinda and Recife: one for a debate . 
with Hinister Jarbas Passarinho and ti.e other for a Girect interview | 
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| | COMPIDENT IAS | 2 
with the TV. Dom Hélder requested that the message be sent ip writing,. 
with the possible circumstances regarding the two progrens, with the under= 
standing thet he would respond and indicate his indispensible conditians 


aig eee Cee ee ee cree: @ live pregram, unprepared | 

taneous questions and ensvers (pexqunte no er, resposta go ar), 
eagauate cine fer anawers; price knowledge of all the subject matter of 
the proposed debate. The fact that the other debate did mot take place 
was not because it was avoided, but because the Archbishop was unable to 
participate due te pricr coumitnents." 


(BEGIN ComPEDENTTAT) 





end several major Brasilien newspapers imeluding 0 E de Sie Paulo.) 
Although the Consulate General is aware of Passarinho’s farmidable 
a 








more bite then rising exports; stabilisation ef the national rate of in- 
flation 16 net en euntional offact to mmy instances of declining rural 





be as persuasive as the revaiution's fatlare to fulfill ste alleged promise 
% reform (ene cf Dom Hélder’s fevorite arguments); Médici's 









mage pony, but in any fate state, he would probably have s losing hand. 
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